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Easter Sunday
“Signs of Resurrection”








Processional:  VU 333 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Land Acknowledgement
Trinity United Church in Collingwood is located within the Territory of Saugeen Ojibway Nation, which includes Chippewas of Nawash Unceded First Nation and Saugeen First Nation and is home to many Indigenous peoples including Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe. On this Easter morning when we celebrate God’s promise of new life even in the midst of brokenness, we recommit ourselves to growing towards right relationships with the Earth and with Indigenous peoples.

God Welcomes Each One of Us with Loving Grace

Lighting the Christ Candle
One: In the early morning dawn, as the sun slips over the horizon, the tomb is empty and Christ’s light shines forth in a new way.  In the spirit of this light, we light the Christ Candle and give thanks that in Christ, God’s transforming love has been, is now, and will always be at work within us.  With Christians throughout the centuries and around the world, we share the traditional Easter greeting: Hallelujah! Christ is Risen!
All: Christ is risen indeed! Hallelujah!

Introit - VU 396 “Jesus Stand Among Us”

Announcements and Opportunities @Trinity

Gathering Words (by Ann Siddall)
We are not eye-witnesses to an event,
as were Mary and the disciples;
we have not journeyed
through a dangerous city
to seek answers or consolation;
we have not seen angels
gathering at the rim of this day,
or wept in the garden this morning
because we could not find Him.

But we are here to attest to a story
that has not lost its power
during twenty centuries
of change and conflict.

We are here because those before us
carried this story
as if it were precious gold;
cherished it as if it were
the key to a hidden wisdom.

Siblings in Christ,
take your places here today
in celebration and in awe.
What you are about to hear again,
has the capacity to change the world.
Your very presence attests
to the rising up of life
from the tomb of despair,
and to the uncontrollable power of God.

It is Easter morning again:
and we will celebrate.

The Easter Story - John 20: 1-18

Opening Hymn: VU 211 “Crown Him with Many Crowns”

Prayer for Transformation (by Carole Penner)
One:	When we are all despairing, 
		when the world is full of grief, 
	when we see no way ahead 
	and hope has gone away: 
All:	Roll back the stone.
One:	Although we fear change, 
		although we are not ready, 
		although we’d rather weep 
		and run away: 
All:	Roll back the stone.
One	Because we’re coming with the women, 
		because we hope where hope is vain, 
		because you call us from the grave 
		and show the way: 
All:	Roll back the stone.
… a pause for silent contemplation

Words of Assurance (by Mindi Welton-Mitchell)
Christ is Risen! The stone is rolled away, the tomb found empty. Mary calls out, “I have seen the Lord!” We have seen Christ, too, in every helping hand, in every heartfelt gift, in every choice to restore life in this world. We are called to this new life, a life of forgiveness and reconciliation. You are forgiven; accept your forgiveness and know that God loves you and desires great joy for your life. Walk forward on this journey of faith, knowing your community of faith is with you. Amen.

Sung Response - VU 179 (chorus only) “Hallelujah, Hallelujah, Give Thanks”

Theme Conversation (Children’s Time) - “Symbols of Easter”

God Speaks to Us with Peace and Assurance 

Prayer for Illumination (from Celebrate God’s Presence)
O God, for whom there are no barriers, no stones too big to remove, roll away our resistance to you.  Let your words fill us with new life and bring us out from the tombs of our indifference, alive again in you. Amen.

Second Reading:  Colossians 3: 1-4

Anthem: “HE IS UP AND GONE”
Lyrics and Music: Kay Hall, Arr: Stan Pethel

Message: “Looking for Signs of Resurrection”

“It is my hope for you this Easter season that you will trust the resurrection of your spirit, believe that joy and new life will come for you, even though it may not be there for you now. If you are one of the fortunate ones whose soul sings with happy alleluias this Easter, may you turn often to those who are still awaiting their greening and walk hopefully with them.” - From Out of the Ordinary: Prayers, Poems and Reflections for Every Season by Joyce Rupp

Hymn: VU 509 “Here I Am, Lord”

 God Supports and Lifts Us

Pastoral Prayer (modified from a prayer by Carol Penner) and Prayer of Jesus

Acknowledging our Offerings in Support of Trinity United’s ministries
May our hearts ring out with cries of Hallelujah as we give thanks for all that we have to share as a church and in the world. The work of the church depends on the gifts that each of us brings.  Today we will pass the offering plates and you can place cash or cheque donations there.  Donations can also be made by e-transfer to office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca, or you can contact the church office to sign up to donate monthly through PAR.  If this is your first donation, please make sure we have your name and address and email address (if available) for tax receipt purposes (there are special Easter envelopes in your bulletin).  Thank you for all the ways you support us with your time, your talents and your financial resources.  

Offering Hymn: VU 151 “Lift High the Cross"

Offering Prayer
With grateful hearts we pray: 
You, O God, are the Easter One. You are the holy source of resurrection.  You are the dancing spirit of life. We offer these gifts in gratitude, for hope returned, for the mystery of your grace and for the promise of resurrection.  Amen.

Invitation to Communion

Communion Prayer (Adapted from A Song of Faith)
One: Hallelujah! Christ is risen! 
All: Christ is risen indeed! Hallelujah!
One: Lift up your hearts. 
All: We lift them up to God.
One: Let us give thanks to God. 
All: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
One: Holy Mystery that is Wholly Love,			
you are beyond complete knowledge, 
above perfect description.
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
Source of Life, Living Word, and Bond of Love,
you are creative and self-giving,
generously moving
in all the near and distant corners of the universe.
All: Nothing exists that does not find its source in you.
One: Through fear-filled days and aching nights
when the powers of death have done their worst,
your love has never deserted us. 
All: Even when we turn away from you, you are with us; 
your presence never fails us, 
your gifts of hope and new life transform us.
One: We praise you for Jesus Christ, 
risen to life, eternal as your love.
With the women at the tomb, 
we raise the strain of gladness. 
All: Hallelujah! Life is stronger than death!
One: The day of resurrection has come, scattering fear and gloom. 
And so we rejoice with all your people of every time and place, 
and with angels and archangels,  to proclaim the glory of your name:
All: Holy, holy, holy God, power of life and love! 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory! 
Hosanna through the ages! 
Blessed is the One 
who come to bring your justice to earth!
One: It is Jesus, God incarnate, the Risen Christ,
who joins us together as a community of broken but hopeful believers:
loving what he loved
living what he taught, and
striving to be his faithful servants
in our time and place.
All: In this meal we remember Jesus, 
his promises, and the price he paid 
for who he was, what he said, and what he did.
One: On the night before Jesus died,
he took a loaf of bread,
gave thanks, broke it, and said,
“Take and eat, whenever you do this, remember me.”
After supper, Jesus took the cup, and poured, saying,
“This is the new covenant, remember me.”
All:  We do remember. 
We remember his life of love, his friendship, 
his teaching, his dying, and his rising to life again. 
One: Holy Mystery, God the Spirit,
we call on you to transform these familiar things, 
as you continually transform the world around us.
Bless this bread and this cup,
the wheat and the grape,
the farmer and the harvest,
the seed and the sower.
So that in the sharing of these simple elements in community, 
we may taste and see your goodness.
All: Through Christ, in Christ, and with Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all glory is yours, God most holy, 
now and forever. 

Breaking the Bread, Pouring the Cup
One: The body of Christ, 
All: the bread of life.
One: The lifeblood of Christ, 
All: the cup of blessing.
One: The gifts of God for the people of God,
All: Thanks be to God!

Sharing the Meal
The United Church of Canada has an open table.  Anyone who wishes to share in the sacrament today is most welcome to do so. If you require or prefer gluten free, please help yourself to bread from the small plate on the communion table before receiving a cup from the juice server.  Both stations offer unfermented juice. If you would prefer to stay seated in your pew, that is fine too or you may come forward and cross your arms to receive a blessing instead of communion. If you would like communion brought to you in your seat, please wave to the servers when they check for that at the conclusion of the communion serving.

Prayer after Communion

Thank you, O Christ, for this feast of life. 
We are fed by your love; 
we are strengthened by your life. 
We are sent forth into this world to live your way and share your joy. 
We are now commissioned to: 
feed as we have been fed,
forgive as we have been forgiven,
love as we have been loved.
Thanks be to God. Amen.  

Closing Hymn - VU 155 “Jesus Christ, Is Risen Today”

Commissioning (Author unknown)
Yes. It can happen.  Yes. It can take place. Yes. God can do it. After all, the angel said "Do not be afraid.” After all, the tomb was found empty. After all, the Spirit, "will pray for you.” After all, God wants peace and reconciliation After all, God's name is “justice." After all, God is “liberation." Yes. It can happen. Yes. It can take place. Yes. God can do it.

Benediction 
One: May the joy of the Risen Christ fill your heart with peace, hope and love.
May the power of resurrection remind you that nothing is impossible with God.
May you walk in light, grace and mercy, this Easter and always.
Hallelujah! Christ is Risen.
All: Christ is Risen indeed.  Hallelujah!

Choral Blessing - VU 974 “Amen, Hallelujah, Amen” 

 Music to Inspire our Serving
************************************************************************
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