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     Trinity United Church
            August 2, 2026
                    
                    We are 
         Blessed to be a Blessing
                                                                                                     by Tyrii Pottery
                                                                                                                                                Isle of Tiree, Scotland
Land Acknowledgement 
“We take this time to acknowledge the original peoples of this land. We acknowledge the past, current, and future presence of the peoples of the Lake Simcoe Nottawasaga Treaty 18 land. We worship on this land, and we acknowledge our shared history as we continue on our path towards healing and reconciliation.”  

God Welcomes Each One of Us with Loving Grace 

Lighting the Christ Candle 
We light this candle to remember the presence of God amongst us. May its light guide us to truth talking and to travelling good paths. May we in turn share the light with those we meet.
Introit: VU 579 (verse 1 & 2) “The Church Is Wherever God’s People” 
Announcements and Opportunities @Trinity 
Gathering Words (by Éric Hébert-Daly, Executive Minister, Eastern Ontario Outaouais Regional Council) 
Time calls us to this place
to find comfort, to find caring, to love one another.
Time is a gift we are given each morning we rise.
It is our responsibility to use it wisely.
It is also our responsibility to use it gently.
To be, rather than always “to do.”
We are human creatures
and we come to this place to honour our Creator.
Come, sit, listen, and most importantly, BE in this place.
We have come answering God’s call.

Opening Prayer
Loving and gracious God, we give you thanks for the gifts of summer – green grass, trees in leaf, flowers in bloom, the harvest of field, garden and sea. We give you thanks for holiday time, special visits with family and friends, and all that offers new possibilities in our living. Keep us open to the beauty that surrounds us. May this time of worship nurture within us the faith and hope we need for vital living. In the strong name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

Opening Hymn: MU 27 “Creator God You Gave Us Life” 
Prayer of Confession  
When we are controlled by time limits and appointments,
slow us down, O God, enable us to stop and take time to smell the roses.
When demands of friendship and relationships are intense, 
slow us down, O God, give us the time we need to linger with our friends, to listen and to laugh with them.
When the news from our media sources is of violence, fear and terror,
slow us down, O God, enable us to see the good news within the bad, and the hint of hope in the darkness.
When our faith life is troubled and confusing,
slow us down, O God, empower us to take the necessary time for prayer, reflection, and the time to simply ‘be’.
In this time of silent prayer, please hear the challenges that are a weight in our own minds this day… 
                                                 ……Pause for silent reflection……. 
Assurance of Pardon 
Friends, hear the Good News! Nothing in all of creation can separate us from the Love of God, made known to us in Christ Jesus. In this love you can put your troubled hearts to rest, banish your fears and know God’s peace, which passes all understanding.
Thanks be to God! Amen.   

Theme Conversation (Children’s Time) – “image of Jesus multiplying the loaves and fishes” 
                                                                            from “The Life of Jesus Mafa” 

Hymn -VU 316 “Praise Our Maker” 

God Speaks to Us with Peace and Assurance  

Prayer for Illumination 
O God, your word is a lamp to our feet, and a light to our path. May we hear your truth for us in our time and place with faith and love. Amen.

Hebrew Scripture: Genesis 32:22-31
Gospel: Matthew 14:13-21 

Message: “Blessed to be a Blessing”

Hymn - VU 260 “God Who Gives to Life Its Goodness” 
God Supports and Lifts Us 
Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer (spoken)
Acknowledging our Offerings in Support of Trinity United’s ministries
With gratitude we acknowledge the blessings of the many ways your gifts of time, talent, skills and money help support the ministries that Trinity can offer as we follow the way of Jesus to share the compassion, justice and care of God’s love both here and beyond these walls.
If you are able to support us financially, cash or cheques can be left in the offering plate at either entrance or mailed or dropped off at the church office.  You can also give by e-transfer to office@collingwoodunitedchurch.ca or by signing up to donate monthly through PAR.  If this is your first donation, please make sure we have your name and address and email address (if available) for tax receipt purposes.  Thank you for all the ways you support us with your time, your talents and your financial resources.  






Thank you for all the ways you support us with your time, your talents and your financial resources.  
With grateful hearts we pray together:  
Creator God, please bless this offering and the hearts that give it. May it be like the loaves and fishes and multiply to meet the needs of the places where it is shared. In Jesus name we pray, Amen.
Closing Hymn - VU 639 “One More Step Along the World I Go” 
Commissioning
May we go from this time of worship, in the certain knowledge that the love of God is ours to share, the peace of Christ is ours to extend and the light of the Holy Spirit is ours to offer, in the many ways we are both blessed and can be a blessing.
[bookmark: _GoBack] 	
Benediction 
And may the grace of Christ attend you,
The Love of God surround you,
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit keep you,
This day and forever more,

Choral Blessing - VU 422 “God Be With You” (verse one)

                                 As the candle is blown out, Christ’s light is given over to us,
that it may shine through us in all we say and do.
Blessings in your week. Amen.

Music to Inspire Our Serving ***************************************************************************** 
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